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KEY-NOTE ADDRESS 

Alina Anghel  is a 44-year-old mother of two boys, aged 14 and 11, and a trained process engineer who has worked

as a corporate project manager since 2007. Originally from Constanța, she moved to Bucharest for work, where she

also started her family. In 2018, she left a violent and toxic marriage and began individual therapy to rebuild her life.

In the autumn of 2019, Alina joined the #ȘiEuReușesc (I Also Succeed) survivor empowerment programme and has

since been an active member of the Network of Survivors in Romania. She regularly participates in activities

organised by the Association for Liberty and Gender Equality (A.L.E.G.) and the National Association against

Domestic Violence (ANAIS), contributing her voice and experience to the feminist movement and to supporting other

survivors.

Luminița Popescu has been a strong advocate for gender equality in Romania for more than four years, serving as

State Secretary at the National Agency for Equal Opportunities between Women and Men (ANES). With over 20 years

of professional experience, her commitment to public administration is driven by a deep sense of social responsibility.

She actively promotes women’s access to decision-making positions and affirms that equal opportunities are a

fundamental right with the power to transform society. Guided by a clear vision and strong values, she acts with a

strong sense of justice, convinced that women’s leadership can change the world.

 PANEL I 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS AT A CROSSROADS: IMPACTS AND RESISTANCE IN THE FACE OF

REGRESSION 

Andrea Pető is an internationally recognised academic and broadcaster. She is a Professor in the Department of

Gender Studies at Central European University (CEU), Vienna, a Research Affiliate at the CEU Democracy Institute,

Budapest, and a Doctor of Science at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Pető is an internationally sought-after

public speaker, and her works have been translated into 25 languages. She has held guest professorships at

universities in Argentina, Canada, Germany, Israel, Serbia, and Sweden.

She has received numerous awards for her contributions to public life, including the 2018 All European Academies

(ALLEA) Madame de Staël Prize for Cultural Values and the 2022 University of Oslo Human Rights Award. She is a

Doctor Honoris Causa of Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden. Recent publications include The Women of the

Arrow Cross Party: Invisible Hungarian Perpetrators in the Second World War (Palgrave Macmillan, 2020) and

Forgotten Massacre: Budapest 1944 (De Gruyter, 2021).

The highly contested category of gender is always central to her work as a researcher and teacher, and also to her

engagement as a feminist public intellectual. In recent years, she has analysed and debated the relationship between

illiberalism and the many anti-gender campaigns targeting higher education, gender studies, and gender scholars.

Andrea Pető has been tireless in speaking out about the importance of historical knowledge and sustained

conversation in the public sphere, creating sustainable and democratic societies with human rights at their core.
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Benedetta Tonettiis is a dedicated lawyer specialising in immigration law, with a particular focus on asylum

applications and international and national protection. She has been a member of the Association for Legal Studies

on Immigration (ASGI) since 2018, and during the same period began collaborating with the anti-violence centre

CADMI (Casa delle Donne Maltrattate, a member of the national network D.i.Re). In this role, she supports migrant

and refugee women in matters concerning their rights, legal status, and documentation.

Within the D.i.Re network, she is active in the working group on international issues, which includes organising

trainings and contributing to reporting activities to CEDAW and GREVIO. She also participates in initiatives promoted

by Women Against Violence Europe (WAVE), of which D.i.Re is a member, including the working group on migrant

and refugee women, now established as an expert group.

Baia Pataraia is a human rights lawyer and civil activist. Since 2013, she has chaired the prominent women’s

organisation Sapari. Since 2023, she has also been a member of the strategic communication team working against

propaganda. From 2018 to 2023, she chaired the board of Human Rights House Tbilisi. In 2014, she founded the

Georgian Women’s Movement, the largest informal feminist group in Georgia, which carries out advocacy activities

and social campaigns to protect women’s rights.

Between 2009 and 2013, she worked in the Ministry of Justice of Georgia in various managerial positions. Since 2011,

as a national expert, she has trained judges, prosecutors, and lawyers on gender issues, domestic violence, and

anti-discrimination law in cooperation with international organisations and national training centres. She holds an

LL.M. in International Human Rights Law from Central European University (2006) and a Master’s degree in

International Law from Tbilisi State University (2004). In 2024, she received the Medal of Honor from the President of

Georgia; in the same year she was shortlisted as a finalist for the Václav Havel Human Rights Prize; and in 2012 she

received the Kato Mikeladze Award for Women Human Rights Defenders.

Eva Zillén is Senior Advisor at The Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation and one of its co-founders. Since the organisation’s

establishment in 1993, in response to the widespread sexual violence during the Balkan wars, she has played a

pivotal role in shaping its vision and approach to supporting women’s rights and peacebuilding in conflict-affected

regions.

Drawing on her extensive experience from the Balkans and beyond, Eva has consistently emphasised the importance

of locally grounded and respectful approaches, ensuring that the voices and needs of women remain central to all

initiatives. Her longstanding commitment and leadership have been crucial in shaping The Kvinna till Kvinna

Foundation into a globally recognised actor for gender equality and women’s participation in peace processes.
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Drífa Snædal is the spokeswoman of Stígamót in Iceland, a position she has held since March 2023. She previously

held leading positions within the Icelandic labour confederation for ten years. Prior to that, she was politically active,

and from 2003 to 2006 she served as Director of Education and Promotion at the Association for Women’s Shelters,

as well as its Executive Director.

Drífa has been active in many roles in the struggle against trafficking and sexual violence, through her professional

work, activism, and research. She holds a Master’s degree in Labour Market Studies from Lund University in Sweden,

with a focus on the vulnerability of domestic workers.

Katarzyna Pabijanek is the Europe Senior Programme Manager (Central and Eastern Europe) for Fondation CHANEL.

With over 15 years of experience advancing human rights and social justice, she has led initiatives that promote

equity, inclusion, and dignity for all. She is a strategic leader and committed intersectional feminist, skilled at

bringing innovative ideas from vision to reality in order to strengthen movements and create lasting change.

Before joining Fondation CHANEL, she worked with bilateral and private foundations, as well as research institutions

and civil society organisations, advancing programmes in reproductive, racial, and climate justice. She holds an MA

in Linguistics from Eötvös Loránd University, an MA in Gender Studies from Central European University (Budapest,

Hungary), and a PhD in Cultural Studies and Neophilology from the University of Social Sciences and Humanities

(Warsaw, Poland).

Dejana Stošić is a youth educator and human rights activist. Through her work, she focuses on gender equality,

violence, and democracy. She is widely known for her use of social media platforms to share and create content

aimed at informing, educating, and raising awareness about critical issues.

She created the hashtag #IDidntReport to highlight reasons why survivors did not report violence. Within just three

days, more than 21,000 women used it to share their experiences. For this work, she was named one of the most

inspirational human rights educators in the world by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and Amnesty

International. Dejana is passionate about creating campaigns and exploring social change, and she believes in love,

magic, and people. She is also a former WAVE Youth Ambassador.

 PANEL II 

STRATEGIC ALLIANCE-BUILDING FOR FEMINIST SOLIDARITY
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Mihaela Mangu-Dârvariu is a co-founder, former president, and executive director of the ANAIS Association

(Asociația pentru Victimele Violenței Domestice). She is a sociologist and also holds a law degree. Over the past 13

years, she has been actively involved in developing the association’s programmes and projects, as well as

establishing social services for victims of domestic violence.

She currently manages the counselling centre operated by the ANAIS Association, which provides specialised

services for victims of domestic violence. In this capacity, she focuses on developing and implementing

programmes and services, managing financial resources, and identifying funding to ensure the continuation of

existing projects and the creation of new ones.

Simona Voicescu is a law graduate with a Master’s degree in International and European Law, and has over 20

years of experience in both the public and private sectors. Her work has focused on developing public policies and

national strategies in social fields, including the social inclusion of the Roma community, support for adult survivors

of domestic, sexual, and gender-based violence, and the management of externally funded programmes (World

Bank, European Union, U.S. Department of State).

She is a Fellow of 1000 Voices – Every Woman Treaty (2023) and Vital Voices Global Partnership (2022), and an

alumna of the U.S. programme Judicial System: Protecting Women and Children (2024).

Cristina Horia is a social work professional with over 20 years of leadership experience in the non-profit sector and

currently serves as President of the Dr. Max Foundation (formerly the Sensiblu Foundation). She has designed and

managed award-winning programmes such as Casa Blu, which has supported more than 10,000 survivors of

domestic violence since 2002.

With expertise in programme coordination, advocacy, and corporate social responsibility, Cristina has collaborated

with NGOs, public authorities, and international organisations, including UNDP and UNHCR. She holds a Master’s

degree in European Social Policies, is a certified CSR and Sustainability Manager, and is also a trainer in domestic

violence intervention and prevention.

Camelia Proca is the founder and director of the Association for Liberty and Gender Equality (A.L.E.G.), a former

member of the WAVE board, and currently serves on the advisory board of the Global Fund for Children. Trained in

the field of women’s rights at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law in Sweden, she

has designed innovative survivor-led specialist support, as well as training programmes for professionals in

projects such as Connect – Building the Network of Specialists in Trauma Counselling with Transylvania University in

Brașov, and the UNFPA Spotlight Initiative for psychosocial service providers in Central Asia.

With A.L.E.G., Camelia has also been active in many primary prevention projects tackling gender-based violence and

has successfully advocated for changes in legislation against harassment in the workplace.

 PANEL III 

BRIDGING CRISES AND CHANGE: FEMINIST INSIGHTS ON PREVENTION AND SUPPORT IN

ROMANIA



27th WAVE CONFERENCE – ‘Feminist Solidarity and Collective Action: Reclaiming our Power to End Violence Against Women’

WAVE Network and European Information Centre against Violence (ZVR: 601608559)
Bacherplatz 10/6, 1050 Vienna, Austria | Phone: +43 (0) 1 548 2720 | Fax +43 (0) 1 5482720 27

E-mail: office@wave-network.org | www.wave-network.org

Cover artwork: Bonnie & Clyde Advertising

Disclaimer: The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the authors
and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Commission.

@womenagainstviolenceeurope @womenagainstviolenceeurope

@women-against-violence-europe

WOMEN AGAINST
VIOLENCE EUROPE

This conference has been made possible with the generous support of:

@wave-network.bsky.social

http://bonnie-clyde.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/womenagainstviolenceeurope
https://www.instagram.com/womenagainstviolenceeurope/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-against-violence-europe
https://bsky.app/profile/wave-network.bsky.social

