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PREFACE 

The current activity report covers the period from January to December 2013. It was a very productive and successful year 

for WAVE. The overall focus of WAVE’s work was especially on promoting the Council of Europe Convention on preventing 

and combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (in the following: Istanbul Convention), on supporting our 

network’s women’s organisations, working in the field of Violence against Women on migrant women, on health sector 

responses to Violence against Women and on the quality of service provision. 

Due to the financial support from the European Commission within the scope of the Daphne Operating Grant 2013, as well 

as the Co-financing from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Women and Public Administration, as well as from the Women’s 

Department of the Municipality of Vienna (MA57) and for the specific project funding from the United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA), The  European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) and the Global Fund for Women, all our plans, activities could 

be carried out and our goals achieved. 

We would like to express our warmest thanks to all our donors and supporters and also all our Focal Points and experts for 

supporting the team of the WAVE office. WAVE, the European network and the Information Centre against Violence, which has 

its seat in Vienna, connects 46 countries and 104 Focal Points comprising women’s organisations active in the prevention of 

Violence against Women and their children at all levels. The activities of WAVE in 2013 were manifold and comprehensive. 

For example, besides the current service providing activities for the WAVE-partner organisations and all interested persons, 

WAVE organized the WAVE Conference 2013 in Sofia together with our WAVE partner in Bulgaria (Bulgarian Gender Research 

Foundation). The Conference was attended by about 200 participants from 33 countries. On this occasion, representatives 

from the EU, from the Council of Europe and from the European Court of Human Rights were invited. WAVE would like to 

express its heartfelt thanks to our colleagues at Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation (Bulgaria) for the excellent cooperation 

with WAVE in organizing this successful and enthusiastically received conference. 

In November 2013, the third WAVE Training Institute, an intense three-day-training for a group of 15 experts working in the field 

of Violence against Women, was organized in Vienna. Beside the continuous update of the website and of the comprehensive 

database, comprising 4000 addresses, WAVE again published two new editions of our magazine Fempower, with a focus on 

the anti-violence legislation in Europe, and a focus on “Responses to Anti-feminist trends”. Like last year, WAVE participated 

in many national and international conferences, such as the 57th CSW Meeting in New York, as well as in Council of Europe, 

EU Meetings, EIGE and WHO meetings. Moreover, WAVE is member of the Fundamental Rights Platform of the Fundamental 

Rights Agency since 2011 and participated at the Meeting of the Platform in April 2013. The WAVE office team would like to 

express its heartfelt thanks to all our Focal Points, cooperation partners working with us this year. A special thank goes to our 

interns for their valuable work and their support of the WAVE team, especially concerning the drafting of the WAVE Country 

Report 2013, which mainly focused on service provisions.

In 2014, WAVE wants to focus, together with our partner-organisations, on gender based violence and the health sector, 

on undocumented migrant women’s access to services and the promotion and funding of gender specific services and 

supporting European and international measures on combating Violence against Women and their children.

THE WAVE-OFFICE TEAM
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I. OVERVIEW OF ALL WAVE ACTIVITIES

In the following, a short overview of all WAVE activities in the year 2013 is offered. For detailed information on all WAVE activities, 
please refer to section III.

1. WAVE STUDY VISITS

In 2013, WAVE invited the following three study visit groups for an exchange of experiences and expertise, and to visit the WAVE office 
and local politicians and organisations involved with women’s rights to live a life free of violence:

1.1. Belarus Delegation, 23th of April 2013

The delegation was composed of 12 participants from women’s organisations and from several ministries in Belarus. It was organized 
by the Caritas in Austria, who supports the women organisations to build up a women’s shelter in Belarus. 

1.2. Slovenian Delegation, 4th to 5th of June 2013

The delegation was composed of 14 participants and included government representatives and representatives from Women’s Shelter 
and from women’s rights NGOs. 

1.3. Czech Republic Delegation, 28th to 30th of October 2013

The delegation was composed of 10 participants from various Czech institutions such as staff from the WAVE focal Point ROSA 
Centre, as well as professionals from the judiciary, the police, but also the head of the Department of Equal Opportunities for Women 
and Men (Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs) and a journalist from the Czech News Agency.

2. The 15th WAVE Conference 2013

The 15th WAVE Conference 2013 entitled “TO LIVE FREE FROM VIOLENCE – A Human Right for women and their Children or a 
postcode lottery?” took place in Sofia/Bulgaria from 10th – 12th of October and was attended by about 200 participants from 33 
Countries including, the USA and Canada. 

3. Conference of the European Network on Gender and Violence 2013

WAVE organized the second Conference of the European Network on Gender and Violence in collaboration with University of Vienna 
and the University in Bielefeld on 17th to 19th April 2013 in the University of Vienna, which was attended by 55 researchers and 
participants from 17 countries. 

4. WAVE CoCo-Taskforce Meetings 2013

This year again, WAVE organized two CoCo-Taskforce Meetings: The first meeting took place in Vienna from 27th to 28th of May 2013 
in Vienna with 33 participants from 22 countries. The second CoCo-Taskforce Meeting of the year 2013 took place at the beginning 
of the 15th WAVE Conference in Sofia, in the afternoon of the 9th of October 2013. About 47 participants from 28 countries were 
attending that second meeting. 

5. WAVE Training Institute 2013

WAVE organized the 3rd WAVE Training-Institute “Ending Gender-based Violence against Women and their Children – Strengthening 
WAVE network capacities” from 12th to 14th of November 2013 in Vienna for 26 participants (including 15 international participants 
from 14 countries and the WAVE office staff, as well as two participants from the Vienna Intervention Center against Violence)

6. WAVE Country Report 2013

The 2013 Country Report focuses largely on quantitative and qualitative research in the area of violence against women in 46 European 
countries. It focuses especially on sexual violence to bring attention to the need for improved service provision for women survivors of 
sexual violence to ensure they receive support that in some cases is life-saving. Mapping of services available to women survivors of 
domestic violence and/or intimate partner violence (women’s helplines, women’s shelters, women’s counseling centers and centers 
to support survivors of sexual violence has been the main theme of all WAVE Country Reports and will continue to be a theme in the 
WAVE Country Report 2013. 
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7. WAVE Magazine Fempower 2013

WAVE published 2 issues of the bi-annual Fempower Magazine for the WAVE network and Partners: Issue 1/2013 with the focus on 
anti-violence legislation in Europe and issue 2/2013 with the focus of focus on responses to anti-feminist trends.

8. WAVE monthly Newsletters 2013

WAVE published 12 newsletters for the WAVE network and partners. All WAVE Focal points and all cooperation partners of WAVE and 
interested people get the newsletter via mailing lists.

9. WAVE Website and Database 2013

The WAVE website and database are one of the most important instruments for our comprehensive WAVE network. They facilitate 
the exchange of expertise and information materials on topics such as best practices in preventing domestic violence, results and 
reports of various projects to strengthen women’s and children’s rights and, and most importantly, information on support services 
like shelters, helplines and counselling centres throughout Europe. As a result of our organisation’s growth and increased outreach, 
WAVE continuously updated the database and the current website, and spent time in 2013 to improve victims’ access to services and 
facilitate a more effective exchange of information. This is of great importance as the website is visited several thousand times monthly 
by unique visitors. Providing news updates and maintaining the database requires extensive work to keep all information current. 

10. WAVE Focal Points 2013

In 2013 WAVE has extended the network with five new Focal points. As of 31st December 2013, WAVE has 104 Focal Points in 46 
European Countries. For details about the Focal Points and the list of all names and organisations, please refer to our WAVE-website: 
www.wave-network.org.

11. WAVE observatory 2013

The Observatory is a tool for lobbying for all women`s NGOs and specific services on Violence against Women and their children and 
for the documentation of positive and critical developments in the field of Violence against Women in all European countries. WAVE 
promoted the WAVE Observatory and the possibility to send relevant information to be published or the possibility for Focal Points 
to ask WAVE for assistance in lobbying in a concrete issue (e.g. with lobbying papers or petitions) at the major WAVE events (WAVE 
conference, Study Visits, CoCo Meeting...) and through such petitions, lobbying papers or press releases WAVE will support the 
organisations, who are in a financial crisis situation or who need support in different topics and issues.

12. WAVE Press Releases 2013

In 2013, WAVE published 5 Press releases on various important topics.

13. WAVE’s lobbying activities at the Council of Europe the European Union levels

WAVE promoted and supported the following measures of the Council of Europe and the European Union through campaigning and/
or through direct information at conferences or through dissemination:

13.1. Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women (Istanbul Convention) 

WAVE promoted a campaign to promote the ratification and the implementation of the Convention.

13.2. Directive on the European Protection Order 

In a move that WAVE has strongly supported over the years, the European Parliament and the Council adopted the Directive 2011/99/
EU on the European Protection Order on 13th of December 2011. 

13.3. Directive 2012/29/EU establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime 
(victim’s directive)

WAVE also greatly appreciates that the victim’s directive was adopted on 25th of October 2012 and entered into force in November 
2012. As with the Directive on the European Protection Order, WAVE lobbied for the inclusion of the gender perspective and the 
special needs of women and their children having become victims of a crime throughout the drafting process. 
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14. WAVE social media outreach: Facebook & Twitter

WAVE at the end of 2013 had 611 followers on Facebook and is connected to all Focal Points and associated institutions which so 
far established social media accounts of their own. Twitter offers suitable means to quickly spread information throughout the WAVE 
network and beyond on very recent issues, such as outcomes of conferences.

15. WAVE participation at European and International Conferences, Workshops and Meetings

	 •	 Workshop on VAW from 10th-11th of January 2013 in Macedonia

	 •	 57th CSW Meeting in New York 4th to 15th of March 2013

	 •	 NGO-Forum at the National Ombudsman Board (Volksanwaltschaft) on 8th April 2013 in Vienna.

	 •	 6th Fundamental Rights Platform Meeting in Vienna, 24th to 26th April 2013

	 •	 Vienna +20 Celebrating 20 Years since World Conference on Human Rights, 24-28th of June 2013

	 •	 Conference for the implementation of the programme of action of the 1994 international Conference and development in the  
			UN  ECE region on the 1st and 2nd of July

	 •	 Meeting of the 17-18th of September 2013 in Vilnius

	 •	 Conference of the 17th of September 2013 in Brussels

	 •	 Workshop on VAW from 25th -27th  of September 2013 in Moldova 

	 •	 CoE Conference of the 2nd of October 2013, “Violence against Women does the rehabilitation of perpetrators work?”

	 •	 Conference on the Istanbul Convention in Belgrade, 10th to 12th November 2013

	 •	 Symposium, 25th of November Vienna 

	 •	 EIGE/WHO Conference, 25th -26th of November, Vienna

	 •	 Meeting with the European Network for the work with perpetrators 29th -1st December 2013 in Berlin

	 •	 Hearing on “Access to justice for women victims of violence” 9th of December 2013 in Paris

II. INFORMATION ABOUT WAVE

The WAVE network is one of the main and most influential European-wide feminist networks of women’s NGOs (women’s shelters, 
counseling centers, intervention centers and helplines, aid organisations for migrant and refugee women) established in 1994 in 
Vienna/Austria. It aims to establish gender equality by eliminating all forms of domestic Violence against Women. WAVE is the only 
European network focusing solely on the elimination of domestic Violence against Women and children. Its office is located in the 
Austrian Women`s Shelter network, AÖF, in Vienna. The WAVE office serves as a linchpin for the whole network of WAVE.

1. WAVE – Structure and WAVE – Focal Points

The Women against Violence Europe (WAVE) network comprises at the end of December 2013,104 member organisations located in 
46 European countries where members act as “Focal Points” in their respective countries. As WAVE Focal Points, our members serve 
as regional and national bases to share and exchange information, expertise and experience. Through these Focal Points, together 
with the extensive WAVE online database, the network reaches out to more than 4,000 women’s organisations across Europe. 
The WAVE Focal Points are the primary source of information for WAVE at national and regional level. They are national networks, 
most of which are specialised in combating and preventing gender based violence, in particular domestic Violence against Women. 
Focal Points are responsible for dissemination and collection of information. The WAVE office continually provides the Focal Points 
with relevant information (i.e. exchange of national and international news) and vice versa, good practice examples, international 
recommendations, policy papers, legal and policy changes in regards to domestic violence), while at the same time the Focal Points 
report on current developments in their respective countries. The Focal Points are also the primary contact partners for inquiries by 
women affected by violence and in regard to research inquiries.

2. WAVE – Mission and Purpose

• The WAVE Network believes in the importance of feminist organisations as alternative and independent actors working in the 
area of promoting women’s rights and combating domestic Violence against Women. Values of social justice, empowerment and 
participation of women need to be protected and extended within all of society and Europe. This necessitates a strong focus on 
migrant and refugee women’s rights in all aspects of our work.

•The WAVE Network contributes to this objective by strengthening the organisational and lobbying capacity of women’s organisations, 
in particular by analysing and disseminating information on European and global trends and supporting the institutional development 
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of the sector as a whole, which is reached through a multi-take holder approach including all people engaged in defending women’s 
rights and combating domestic Violence against Women in order to establish true gender equality. The WAVE network connects 
women’s organisations throughout all of Europe with experts, policy-makers and other stakeholders including the governmental as 
well as the business sector.

•The WAVE Network actively fosters and seeks information and knowledge exchange as well as the sharing of experiences between 
different European countries and regions, with a particular focus on sharing East-West experiences.

•The WAVE Network manages a user-friendly, extensive online database on relevant information on domestic Violence against Women, 
including an address section of some 4,000 women’s support organisations and institutions. During 2013 WAVE recorded around 
75,000 visitors per month. The address section is specially designed to support women affected by domestic violence as well as other 
women’s support organisations. It contains a list of addresses of all support organisations classified by country, town, and nature of 
support and service specialisation. It is a valuable source for practitioners, researchers and policymakers alike (and victims). Overall, 
the WAVE network supports and strengthens women’s organisations across Europe as well as experts, researchers, practitioners and 
policymakers by: providing information on domestic violence through the extensive online database and online literature documentation, 
a monthly newsletter, a bi-annual magazine FEMPOWER; fostering the exchange of knowledge, experience and good practice in the 
field of eliminating all forms of domestic Violence against Women and their children through the website, seminars and the annual 
WAVE conferences, improving organisational performance through capacity building programmes and training workshops, including 
written handbooks and manuals as well as toolkits to improve quality standards in service delivery.

3. WAVE- direct AND CROSS-Border support to women survivors of violence

Throughout the year, WAVE serves as a contact point for women victims of violence in Europe, who are in need of support in their 
current or planned country of residence. Often victims who are unable to locate services in the relevant countries, find information 
about WAVE and its database on the internet, and contact WAVE for additional information. In 2013, WAVE has dealt with 15 
complex cases assisting women in escaping violent situations. Very often, the situation involves women relocating to other countries 
to escape violence, violence against women including cross-border elements, or generally, women seeking support such as shelter or 
counselling. WAVE takes each case very seriously and initiates contacts with relevant women’s organizations or authorities in order to 
provide necessary support to the women. In some cases, WAVE remains involved throughout the case to ensure the woman’s safety 
and a positive outcome. 

III. DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT ALL WAVE ACTIVITIES 2013

1. WAVE Study Visits

Almost every year, WAVE welcomes delegations and study visit groups from all over Europe. Delegation members are often network 
members, but they can also be State actors or members of women’s NGOs who are not yet members of the network. The general 
topic of the visit is chosen according to the needs of the visitors. To this end, WAVE in 2013 called for applications to assess which 
delegation would profit most from a study visit and whose needs could be met best by WAVE’s expertise. A visit at the WAVE office and 
a presentation of the WAVEs activities and projects are an integral part of every study visit. Depending on already existing knowledge 
about the WAVE network, a general introduction to our activities, aims, principles and structure takes place. Being introduced to 
good practices is crucial to women’s organisations in order to improve their work. Thus, the aim of every study visit is the exchange, 
reflection and transfer of knowledge, to generate ideas for new projects and to find strategies to influence national policies. 2013 
WAVE invited three study visits from three different countries.

1.1. WAVE study visit from Belarus – 23th of April 2013

The WAVE Team welcomed a delegation of 12 participants from women’s organisations and 
from several ministries  in Belarus. The study visit was organized by the Caritas in Austria, 
who supports the women organisations to build up a women’s shelter in Belarus. 

1.2. WAVE study visit from Slovenia – 4th to 5th of July 2013

The WAVE team in Vienna welcomed a delegation from Slovenia. The purpose of the 
study visit was for our Slovenian colleagues to develop a better understanding of the 
institutional response to gender based violence in Austria. The delegation included both 
NGO and government representatives. Over it’s 2-day visit, the delegation visited the 
Viennese Women’s shelter, Domestic Abuse Intervention Centre in Vienna, the association 
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for migrant Women: Orientexpress and the Austrian Women Shelter Network. This study was an opportunity for WAVE and the 
Slovenian delegation to exchange ideas, reflect on existing practices and, to find new ways to collaborate.

1.3. WAVE study visit from Czech Republic - 28th to 30th of October 2013

Ten delegates from Czech Republic took part to the study visit hosted by the WAVE 
office. Delegates came from various Czech institutions such as staff members from 
the WAVE focal Point ROSA Centre, as well as female professionals from the judiciary, 
the police, but also the head of the Department of Equal Opportunities for Women 
and Men and a journalist from the Czech News Agency. Over its 3-day visit, the 
Delegation visited the Federal Ministry for Women’s Affairs and Administrative Service, 
the Austrian Women’s Shelter Network (AÖF), the WAVE office and the National 
Women’s Helpline, the Domestic Abuse Intervention Centre Vienna, the office of the 
Viennese Women’s Shelters, the Male Counseling Center and the City of Vienna Department of Women’s Affairs. The study visit was 
a good opportunity for the women from Czech Republic and Austria to exchange information on national practices in the field of 
Gender-Based Violence.

2. The 15th WAVE-Conference 2013

The 15th WAVE Conference took place in Bulgaria/Sofia, at the Novotel Sofia, from the 9th to the 12th of October 2013 and focused, as the 
title suggests, on the right for the women and their children to live free from violence. The title of the 15th Annual WAVE conference, organized 
by WAVE and the Wave Focal Point in the Bulgaria, Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation was “TO LIVE FREE FROM VIOLENCE – A 
Human Right for women and their Children or a postcode lottery?” The Conference brought together about 200 participants coming from 33 
countries throughout Europe, as well as Canada and the USA, and representatives from the Council of Europe and the European Union. The 
attendance included experts in the field, academics, NGO professionals and government officials. The WAVE Conference was divided in the 
Public Day, with panels and key note speeches, with the public’s participation, and two days for the WAVE Network. Throughout the whole 
conference, an information desk, where various materials of WAVE network members, most WAVE publications and other relevant information 
related to the conference were at the disposition of the participants. At the end of the conference, almost all information material was taken 
by interested participants. Throughout the Conference, the WAVE Team and their colleagues from Bulgaria received enthusiastic feedbacks 
on the content and the smooth organization of this event. Upon registration, every participant was handed an information package which 
also included a feedback sheet. The sheets that were filled and returned to the WAVE office staff after the end of the Conference, revealed a 
good level of satisfaction with the inputs received at the Conference (On 38, 5% of the returned sheets, participants indicated that they found 
the inputs “very useful” and on 46, 1% of the sheets, they indicated that they considered them to be “useful”.).About 41% estimated that the 
input at the Conference will “definitely” help them in their daily work. The great majority of the participants who returned the feedback sheet 
expressed their satisfaction with the overall organization of the conference (46% “were very satisfied” and 48, 7% were “satisfied”). The great 
majority was also very pleased with the chosen conference location (51% were “very satisfied” and 38,5% “were satisfied”).

The afternoon of October 9th was dedicated to a pre-conference programme, which started with the 8th WAVE CoCo Taskforce meeting 
with WAVE CoCo-Delegates and continued with a presentation of the book “Moving in the Shadows? Violence in the lives of minority women 
and children”, edited by Yasmin Rehman and Liz Kelly.

The first (full) day of the conference/public day
The first day of the conference (10th of October) offered panels on European developments in the field including presentations on the gaps 
regarding specialist women’s support services in Europe as well as on the prevention of violence and Femicide and hold States accountable 
and on the role of the health sector in strengthening responses to Violence against Women.  

The second day of the conference (11th of October) started with two panels in the morning one on the sexual violence and another on 
the Council of Europe Istanbul Convention and EU legislation to end violence against women. During the afternoon, in total 12 workshops 
were held, dealing with a broad range of topics including the feminist and systemic approaches in supporting survivors, migrant and minority 
ethnic women’s Human Rights, pro-feminist approaches in the work with perpetrators, the right of children to be protected from domestic 
violence, participation of survivors and of young women in the work against violence, preventing Femicide, women’s rights are human rights, 
building national networks and coalitions and multi-agency work. Additionally, the workshop “Body and Soul” (a self defense workshop) was 
offered during the evening. 
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The third day of the conference
At the third and last day of the conference (12th of October) the price of the Corinna Seith Award was attributed the winner Oona Brooks, 
and an open forum on defending our rights as Women Human rights Defenders took place. The programme of this day included also the 
presentations of the workshop results and of the Campaign One Billion Rising, the report about the WAVE CoCo Taskforce and the planning 
of joined future activities. 
The Programme of the 15th WAVE Conference can be seen on the WAVE website: www.wave-network.org

3. 2013 Conference of the European Network on Gender and Violence

“European Network on Gender and Violence” on 17th to 19th April 2013 in Vienna, Austria. WAVE welcomed 55 researchers, young 
scholars and participants from 17 countries.The meeting took place at the University of Vienna. This event wfocus on four main 
topics: “conceptualizing intimate partner violence/gendered violence”, “gendered violence, rights and “culture”, “responses to 
violence” and “network structure and further planning”. The European Network on Gender 
and Violence supports networking among scholars and professionals who work on concerns 
violence, gender, prevention and related issues. The network’s conferences aimed to facilitate 
interdisciplinary discussions of the latest European research in the field. Since the mid-1990s 
Network conferences have been taking place, on and off and in different configurations 
and continue to be a forum for constructive discussion in a field fraught with tension and 
controversy. All network meetings are meant to facilitate exchange about ongoing and 
emerging research, and the policy implications of research on gender and violence. For the 
2013 conference a number of topics for discussion have already been suggested such as 
the role of informal networks and positive constructions of non-violence, as well as topics 
that pick up current policy debates. These include trafficking and prostitution; the impact 
of violence on women’s lives; methods to assess perpetrator risk, which are often at odds 
with women’s own assessment of such risk; evaluation of perpetrator programmes; and the 
situation of undocumented migrant women. In addition, the emergence across Europe of so-
called observatories on violence against women raises questions about which sort of data and 
statistics are accessible, valuable, and needed to enhance research and policy. In this regard 
we would encourage more discussion about the sort of research needed to produce useful 
knowledge in the field and how the network and network members may shape emerging 
research agendas.

4. WAVE COCO-TASK FORCE MEETINGS 2013

In order to strengthen the WAVE Network and to facilitate the coordination and effective 
planning of its activities, and in order to gather information on the situation of women’s services 
in all the countries where WAVE Focal points are active, a “WAVE CoCo Taskforce” was founded in 2009. The 46 WAVE member 
countries are all represented by a delegate, and the Focal Points of each country were asked to vote for a delegate to report to the 
taskforce once a year and to take over certain tasks for the network.
In 2013, WAVE organized the 7th and the 8th CoCo-Taskforce Meetings: The 7th CoCo Taskforce meeting took place in Vienna from 
27th to 28th of May 2013 with 33 participants from 22 countries (among these, 22 delegates, 3 representatives of thematic networks 
and 8 members of the WAVE Team). Among the main topics discussed at this meeting were the situation of the women’s services in 
the 46 member countries, the countries report 2012 and the news in the area of violence against women.  Also, one delegate from 
PICUM (Belgium) was invited as thematic experts to present the Campaign leads with WAVE for the Access of Undocumented Migrant 
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Women to Shelters and justice. During these workshops the CoCo delegates had the occasion to discuss how the campaign could 
be carried out within the wave network and on the national level. 

Further, the CoCo Taskforce Meeting pursued last year’s work in renewing the structure of WAVE. The working group on the structure 
established last year gave its first report during this CoCo taskforce.

The 8th CoCo-Taskforce Meeting of the year 2013 took place at the beginning of the 15th WAVE Conference in Sofia in the 
afternoon of the 9th of October 2013. Among the 47 participants from 28 countries were CoCo Delegates representing their 
countries (from Austria, Belarus, Moldova, Turkey, Switzerland, France, Croatia, Romania, Ireland, UK, Germany, Georgia, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Sweden, Iceland, Slovakia, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Serbia, Malta, Poland, Finland, Spain, Italy, Russia, Estonia, Lithuania ). The 
meeting was scheduled merely for an afternoon and offered the opportunity for a brief follow up on the work of the working group on 
structure, as well as on the campaign for the Access of Undocumented Migrant Women to Shelters and justice in collaboration with 
PICUM. Moreover, it was decided during this CoCo meeting the establishment of a steering group to work to develop further strategies 
for the WAVE Network. 

5. WAVE TRAINING INSTITUTE 2013

The WAVE Training Institute aims at uniting 
and strengthening the capacity of experts 
working at women’s support services and 
establishing common quality standards for 
the support of survivors in Europe. Over 
the last 19 years, WAVE has continuously 
developed quality standards for women’s 
support services, developed learning 
materials and carried out trainings. With 
the introduction of a comprehensive 
annual Training Institute in 2011, WAVE 
aims at further improving service provision 
in Europe and at ensuring that women 
survivors of violence and their children 
receive knowledge and human rights-based support of high quality.

From Tuesday, 12th of November till Thursday 14th of November 2013, the 3rd WAVE Training Institute 2013 with the title “Ending 
Gender-based Violence against Women and their Children – Strengthening WAVE network capacities” was held in Vienna. This training 
involved training sessions, discussions and working groups on a variety of issues relevant to the WAVE Network and their Focal 
Points such as lobbying for the ratification and implementation of the Istanbul Convention, the Potential of the Istanbul Convention for 
improving the situation of specialized women’s support services in Europe and victim’s safety oriented work with perpetrators.

On the third day of the training, the group took part also in a study visit to the Domestic Violence Intervention Centre. The Training 
Institute welcomed a group of eight professionals from EU Countries (Slovakia, Poland, Estonia, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Lithuania ) as 
well as from seven professionals non-EU Countries (Albania, Moldova, Macedonia, Turkey, Georgia, Montenegro, Kosovo) working 
with women’s support services. The WAVE office staff and representatives of the Vienna Intervention Center against Violence in the 
Family also took part in the event. 

The training offered the opportunity for all participants to exchange experiences and expertise, to gain new skills and to establish 
or deepen the basis for networking and co-operation. Seven participants from the European Union were granted a scholarship by 
Daphne programme.

6. WAVE COUNTRY REPORT 2013

The WAVE Country Report 2013 focuses on quantitative and qualitative research in the area of violence 
against women. In addition to information on existing services such as national women’s helplines, women’s 
shelters and rape crisis centers, WAVE has included stories of women survivors of violence that show their 
experiences with violence and how it has impacted their lives. Recognizing severe lack of rape crisis centers 
throughout Europe, the Country Report also focuses in more detail on sexual violence 
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7.1. Fempower 1/2013

The first issue of the bi-annual WAVE magazine Fempower (1/2013 Nr. 23) published in spring focused 
on the anti-violence legislation in Europe. The issue included seven articles, as well as 
an editorial from WAVE staff member Iris Golden. The articles give an 
overview over the achievements and gaps, the strengths and 
the weaknesses in anti violence legislation, but also of their 
implementation in various European Countries, and presents the  
– subjective views, which may appear controversial to some, on 
various approaches: The issue includes articles focussing on the 
Violence against Women Courts  in Spain, introduced by an Anti 
Violence Act from 2004; the Austrian Anti Violence Legislation; 
the temporary restraining orders and their implementation in the 
Netherlands, as provided by the respective Law in the Netherlands; 
the legal anti violence framework and its implementation in Serbia. 
Two of the articles deal with law projects: the project of a Dutch 
law, which will require organizations and independent professionals 
assisting victims of violence to adhere to a “code” for reporting 
domestic violence and a very promising Domestic Abuse Bill in 
Wales.

7.2. Fempower 2/2013

The title of the second issue of Fempower (2/2013 Nr. 24), published in Fall/Winter 
2013 of this year, is “Responses to Anti-Feminist Trends”. This issue includes five articles and an 
editorial by WAVE staff member Iris Golden, and focuses not only on different features and aspects of those trends, 
but also inquires how the feminist movement should react to them. The articles analyse various aspects of antifeminism in different 
European Countries: They cover the following topics:  anti-feminist trends in Croatian Legislation, the new wave of anti-feminism in 
Georgia, the father’s rights movement, the threat of stalking women’s activists in social media and shaping the visual discourse on 
gender-based violence

A pdf version of both issues are available on the WAVE website: www.wave-network.org

8. WAVE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 2013

For many years WAVE has published a monthly newsletter reflecting WAVE’s and the network’s activities, international developments 
in the realm of violence against women and children as well as the links between such diverse topics as poverty, governance and 
multi-agency cooperation and gender-based violence. Sections of the newsletter include WAVE and network news, international 
news, and information on research documents. Newsletters are not only sent out to subscribers, members and associated individuals 
and organisations but can also be accessed via WAVE’s comprehensive website. WAVE’s Focal Points provide regular inputs on 
recent developments in their geographical areas. Additionally, we ask WAVE Focal Points to further disseminate the newsletter to 
other relevant sources. In 2013, 12 newsletters issues were published. Currently, at the end of 2013, there are about 616 individual 
subscribers (in addition to the WAVE Focal Points) to the newsletter. In 2013, subscriptions to the newsletter were automated through 
the newly-designed WAVE website.

9. WAVE-WEBSITE AND DATABASE 2013

8.1. Database

The database and directory of services for women and children victims of domestic violence in all EU Member States and non EU- 
Member States - in total of 46 European countries - comprises over 4,000 entries covering information on women support services 
such as women`s shelters, national women’s helplines, support centres and women NGOs as well as information on domestic violence 
legislation, on prevention, on health care and therapy and international documents. The directory serves as an important information 
tool for victims of violence, family members, counsellors for victims, researchers, politicians, academics and NGOs. Entries were 
regularly revised, added and updated. Through a map, an alphabetical sequenced country list and a list marked by national flags the 
database provides fast and easy access to contact details of women help services and to all 106 WAVE Focal Points in 46 European 
countries. WAVE Focal Points are regularly involved in providing accurate data on women’s support services as well as relevant 
country information on legislation, National Action Plans, women networks and other relevant information. The database is embedded 
in and complemented by the website. 

by Iris Golden, WAVE office, Austria

ANTI - VIOLENCE LEGISLATION IN EUROPE 

An adequate anti-violence legislation, responding to the needs of wo- 

men threatened by violence, taking the human rights of women seriously, 

is a precondition for successfully fighting against gender based violence. 

What are then the requirements of such anti-violence legislation? Ac-

cording to a Report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Vio-

lence against women1 from 1996, some of the criteria for an appropriate 

anti-violence legislation include:

- Use of the broadest possible definitions of acts of domestic violence 

and for relationships within which domestic violence occurs;

- Inclusion of complaints mechanisms and duties of police officers, in-

cluding that the police must respond to every request for assistance and 

protection in cases of domestic violence and explain to the victims their 

legal rights;
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Anti-feminism has become more manifest and a worrying trend 

which is endangering the achievements the feminist and wo-

men’s rights movements have reached for the status of women, 

including in the fight against gender-based violence.

The condemnation of gender-based violence should be reflected 

in the legislation of a country – as the Istanbul Convention re-

quires measures to achieve the criminalization of all forms of 

gender based violence, the protection of victims of violence, and 

the adequate provision of support services. While acknowledg-

ing that comprehensive anti-violence legislation has been intro-

duced in many countries (e.g. Austria), the existence of legal pro-

visions which reflect and foster patriarchal values is also a reality 

in some European countries: Examples are manifold and include, 

among others, laws that restrict the sexual autonomy of women, 
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9.2. WAVE Website

In 2013, WAVE staff worked on updating, filling, restructuring and revising a new homepage for its website. The WAVE website is one 
of the most important instruments to raise awareness on the topic of violence against women and to disseminate information to focal 
points, NGOs, researchers, policy makers and academics. In order to provide up to date quality resources and services, the WAVE 
database and the whole WAVE website saw a complete and thorough overhaul. The new website meets the latest technological 
standards. Important changes were implemented with regard to an easier management of disseminating newsletters and press 
releases as well as subscriptions. The overall design was improved and made accessible for people with disabilities. The new website 
offers direct links to WAVE’s social media accounts, sponsors and contact information of Focal Points. It continues to be, as in 
previous years, a tool to strengthen the interaction between actors within and beyond the network (Focal Points, cooperation partners, 
experts, NGOs, International Organizations and governments), also on a European and international level. 

Furthermore, WAVE’s website was continually updated with recent information on and changes in legislation and developments with 
regard to tackling gender-based violence in Europe. The WAVE website receives around 75 000 visitors per month. WAVE’s training 
materials, and Country Reports and the Fempower Magazine are all available for free downloading. 

10. WAVE Focal Points 2013 

In 2013, WAVE improved its method of accepting Focal Points into the network and streamlined its acceptance procedures as means 
of developing a more efficient process of becoming a Focal Point, so that active organisations that complement the activities of WAVE 
join the network. During the year, WAVE involved Focal Points in majority of its activities, including the WAVE 2013 Conference in 
Sofia, Study Visits, Training Institute in Vienna, CoCo Meetings, Fempower Magazine, and other projects such as the EuropAid project 
“Coordinated Efforts toward New European Standards in Protection of Women from Gender-based Violence” or the project “IMPACT 
– Evaluation of European Perpetrator Program”. The cooperation between WAVE and the Focal Points was successful and involved 
extensive exchange of information and ideas, as well as planning for the future actions of the WAVE office. All the work accomplished 
by WAVE this year couldn’t be possible without the participation and the motivation of the Focal Points that make WAVE a dynamic 
and active network. 

11. WAVE OBSERVATORY 2013

WAVE’s central task is to support women’s NGOs in their work to fight violence against women. The Network offers their members to 
assist them in their lobbying activities, promotes networking and contributes to awareness-raising for positive, missing or inadequate 
measures concerning violence against women and children. The WAVE Observatory has been introduced in order to show the positive 
as well as the backwards developments, lobby stronger and support the work of our partner organizations. For that purpose, the Focal 
points have been invited to send information they would like to be published in the WAVE Observatory and/or supported by WAVE. 
The Observatory has also been presented on all major WAVE events, for instance during some Workshops at the WAVE Conference 
in Sofia, as well as during Study Visits. Events highlighted in 2013 include successful case law on gender based violence before 
the European Court of Human Rights [the case EREMIA AND OTHERS v. THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA (28. May 2013 – not 
final)] as well as the call of our Azerbaijan WAVE Focal Point Clean World Aid to Women Public Union for support following 
destruction of their office. 

12. WAVE PRESS RELEASES 2013

WAVE’s press releases aim to increase the awareness of violence against women and means to tackle it on media level and among the 
general public as well as concerned institutions and governance bodies. Like WAVE’s policy papers, press releases are an important 
lobbying tool and intend to give the media easy access to accurate information on the scope of violence against women and children. 
WAVE also supports journalists and researchers in their efforts to raise awareness on the topic. 
In 2013, WAVE sent out 6 press releases on various topics, among them announcements of the WAVE conference, the meeting of 
the European Research Network Gender on violence, the International Women’s Day, the research findings of the WAVE country 
report 2012 as well as Vienna +20 ending Discrimination against undocumented migrant women survivors of violence. All WAVE press 
releases are not only sent out to subscribers, Focal Points, affiliated institutions and the media but can also be accessed via WAVE’s 
website www.wave-network.org.

13. WAVE’S LOBBYING ACTIVITIES ON THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND EUROPEAN UNION LEVELS

13. 1. The Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women (Istanbul Convention)

On 11 May 2011, the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating Violence against Women and domestic violence 
(Istanbul Convention) was opened for signature. To date of December 2013, 32 countries have signed the treaty and seven of them 



P 15

have so far finalized the ratification procedure (Albania, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Italy, Montenegro, Portugal and Turkey). 
WAVE has been represented in the Ad Hoc Committee on preventing and combating Violence against Women and domestic violence 
(CAHVIO). WAVE will continue its lobbying actions by urging all governments to rapidly sign, ratify and implement the CoE treaty and to 
show its commitment towards the elimination of Violence against Women by, among others, ensuring stable and adequate financing of 
women’s shelters. WAVE’s Country Reports offer a solid basis to assess the need for and scope of further support facilities for women 
victims of violence. Moreover, WAVE is partner in the project “Europaid project: Coordinated Efforts toward New European Standards 
in Protection of Women from Gender-based Violence” with four organizations from the Balkan countries, Slovenia and the European 
Women’s Lobby. The project aims to develop a joint strategy to establish a comprehensive legislative and policy solution for Violence 
against Women in the Western Balkans. To reach this goal, the project wants to speed up the process of ratification of the Istanbul 
Convention, the process of harmonisation of national laws and policies with the provision of the Istanbul Convention and the process 
of full implementation of the Istanbul Convention. 

13.2. Directive on the European Protection Order 

In a move that WAVE has strongly supported over the years, the European Parliament and the Council adopted the Directive 2011/99/
EU on the European Protection Order (in the following: European Protection Order directive) on 13th of December 2011. The Directive 
is in force since 11th of January 2012 and EU Member states need to transpose it into their national legislation by 11th of January 
2015. The protection of a woman or a child against a criminal act which may endanger their life, physical or psychological integrity, 
dignity, personal liberty or sexual integrity in a EU Member State other than the one which adopted an initial protection measure 
requires a dynamic and effective mechanism significantly reducing the bureaucratic obstacles which would stand in the way of an 
effective response being adopted as swiftly as possible in the executing state. WAVE aims to work closely with its Focal Points in 2014 
to assist them in monitoring the transposition process under due consideration of the women’s rights perspective.

13.3. Directive 2012/29/EU establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime 
(victim’s directive) 

WAVE also highly appreciates that victim’s directive has been adopted on 25th of October 2012 and entered into force in November 
2012. As with the Directive on the European Protection Order, WAVE was lobbying for the inclusion of the gender perspective and the 
special needs of women and their children having become victims of a crime throughout the drafting process. Member States must 
implement this directive into their domestic law by 16th of November 2015. WAVE will closely work with its Focal Points in 2014 assist 
them in monitoring the implementation process under due consideration of the women’s rights perspective.

14. WAVE SOCIAL MEDIA OUTREACH: FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

Additionally to European-wide joint actions coordinated by WAVE and WAVE focal points, press releases, statements, conference 
attendances and position papers, our social media accounts strengthen the public presence of WAVE. WAVE currently has 611 
followers on Facebook and is connected to all Focal Points and associated institutions which have so far established social media 
accounts of their own. WAVE will continue to merge its established list of supporters and emerging social media networks. Linked 
footers in every sent email as well as buttons on the website facilitate these efforts. The aim is to introduce the topic of preventing 
violence against women to diverse audiences, especially youth and younger people. Twitter offers suitable means to quickly spread 
information throughout the WAVE network and beyond on very recent issues, such as outcomes of conferences. Within its network, 
WAVE also encourages women’s NGOs to use new information technologies, which are free of charge and easy to access.

15. WAVE PARTICIPATION AT EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS AND MEETINGS

•	 Workshop on VAW from 10th-11th of January 2013 in Macedonia

Maria Rösslhumer was invited by one of our Focal points in Macedonia (Krizencenter in Skopje) to hold a workshop for 10 employers 
on the topic  “Minimum standards and challenges in different counselings on violence against women/girls and children - especially 
for victim of sexual violence”. 

•	 57th UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), 4th of March- 15th of March 2013 in New York City, USA

From the 4th to the 15th of March 2013, the 57th session of the CSW took place in New York. The topic of this session was the 
elimination and prevention of violence against women and girls. WAVE was represented for this event through delegates from focal 
points and WAVE office. 

The sessions of the CSW are not only an official forum for government delegates. It also convened several thousand representatives 
of women’s organizations and other NGOs who came together to exchange experiences and strategies on ending violence against 
women and girls at a plethora of NGO parallel events, as part of the NGO CSW Forum. 6.000 government and NGO delegates had 
registered, including representatives of about 600 NGOs. This year, the CSW’s agreed conclusions were awaited by WAVE and other 
women’s rights advocates around the world with particular anxiety. Since the Commission had not been able to reach consensus on 
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an outcome document in 2012, and neither in 2003 when the issue of violence against women was  on the agenda as well, it was all 
the more important to reach an agreement. Finally, on the 15th of March, the delegates from the member state governments adopted 
the Agreed Conclusions.

During the 57th session of the CSW, WAVE hosted a parallel event to discuss good practices and challenges faced by undocumented 
migrant women who experienced violence in accessing services, and to identify recommendations to policy makers. Panellists 
(including Rosa Logar from the WAVE office) presented findings from country - specific experiences and regional research initiatives, 
such as the annual WAVE Country Report and the recent PICUM study on undocumented migrant women survivors’ access to justice. 
The panel was moderated by Angelika Kartusch, project coordinator at the WAVE Office. 

Moreover, in 2013, WAVE became a member of the NGO Committee on the Status of Women Vienna (NGO CSW Vienna). NGO 
CSW Vienna is a Substantive Committee of The Conference of NGOs of Consultative Status with the United Nations (CoNGO), based 
at the United Nations Office in Vienna. NGO CSW Vienna was founded in 1982 and is comprised of over 30 international, ECOSOC 
accredited organizations working on women’s issues. The Committee’s seeks to facilitate joint activities of its member organisations 
in promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women in relation to the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and 
Vienna-based UN Commissions and Agencies. It acts as a forum for the exchange of information and views on matters of common 
interest and co-ordinates the drafting of joint statements to CSW and the dissemination of information on the Convention of Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Beijing Platform for Action, etc. .

•	 NGO-Forum at the National Ombudsman Board (Volksanwaltschaft) on 8 April 2013 in Vienna.

 On 8th April 2013, the National Ombudsman Board invited NGOs members of civil society to their premises in order to report about 
the new responsibilities of the Ombudsman board regarding the preventive monitoring and control of public and private institutions 
and facilities where persons are or may be deprived of their liberty, and also of facilities and programmes for people with disabilities to 
prevent the occurrence of violence. The event offered also extensive possibilities for discussion and for questions regarding various 
aspects of the work of this monitoring mechanism. Iris Golden attended this informative meeting on behalf of WAVE, together with 
about 70 participants from Austrian NGOs.  Next the members of the Ombudsman Board, the president and vice president and some 
members of the Austrian Human Rights Supervisory Board and its Human Rights Commissions, the meeting was also attended by 
Dr. Silvia Casale (former Chairperson of the UN Subcommittee for Prevention of Torture and long-standing President of the European 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture – CPT).

•	 6th Fundamental Rights Platform meeting in Vienna, 24-26 April 2013

WAVE (Rosa Logar, Iryna Rombak and Iris Golden) had joined the 6th Fundamental Rights Platform Meeting taking place in Vienna 
from 24 till 26 April 2013, together with more than 200 participants from civil society organizations. The meeting was an occasion to 
exchange on human rights issues, to exchange good practices and to gain information on FRA’s work. WAVE together with PICUM 
had the chance to co-host a workshop on the issue of access to protection and justice for undocumented women survivors of 
violence.

•	 Vienna + 20 Celebrating 20 Years since World Conference on Human Rights, 24-28th of June 2013

From 15-24 June 1993, the World Conference on Human 
Rights was held in Vienna. This event which resulted in the 
adoption of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 
was a milestone for women’s human rights. Not only did the 
Conference affirm that the human rights of women and girls are 
an “inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human 
rights,” it also brought the issue of gender-based violence on 
the international human rights agenda. 

From 24-28 June 2013, human rights experts gathered in 
Vienna to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Vienna 
Conference, taking stock of progress made and challenges 
remaining, and strategizing on the way forward. As part of the 
Vienna+20 process, the Austrian government, in cooperation 
with UN and non-governmental partner organizations hosted a 
High-Level Conference on Human Rights (27-28 June). WAVE 
was represented at this event by Rosa Logar, who gave a 
speech at the Conference Working Group on Women in Public and Political Life. Rosa Logar’s speech focused on addressing the 
need of the implementation gap, where women’s rights are not realized when existing legislation and international recommendations 
are not implemented. This includes shortage of women’s shelters, legal protection from violence, and discrimination often faced by 
women human rights defenders. The text of Ms. Logar’s speech can be downloaded below:
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Furthermore, NGOs convened for the two-day “CSO Conference ‘Vienna+20 – Human Rights in Crises’” (25-26 June), which served 
as a forum to finalize and adopt the “Vienna+20 CSO Declaration: Reclaiming the Primacy of Human Rights”. Angelika Kartusch from 
the WAVE Office facilitated the Workshop on Women’s Rights and Violence against Women at the NGO Conference.

•	 Conference for the implementation of the programme of action of the 1994 international Conference and development in the 
UNECE region on the 1st and 2nd of July

From 1 to 2 July 2013, Iryna Rombak participated at the event “Enabling Choices: Population Priorities for the t1st Century” which took 
place at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, Switzerland was organized jointly by the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Regional Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia. After the official event, WAVE also attended 
the civil society meeting entitled “ICPD Beyond 2014 – From Promise to Action, CSOs Defining the Way Forward” which took place 
from 3rd-4th of July 2013 in Geneva, organized  by the International Planned Parenthood Federation European Network (IPPF EN), 
the European Women’s Lobby and ASTRA. The CSO event served as a forum to follow up and analyse the outcomes of the UNECE 
Regional Conference and to identify strategies to translate these outcomes into action for the region.

•	 Meeting of the 17-18th of September 2013 in Vilnius

Wave attended on the 17-18th of September 2013 in Vilnius the premises of EIGE titled “Strategic Planning Meeting on Gender-based 
Violence Data Collection” (Barbara)

•	 Conference of the 17th of September 2013 on “eliminating Domestic Violence in Europe: implementing Strategies for 
protection and prevention”

Rosa Logar, co-founder of WAVE was invited to speak in Brussels for the Conference organized by the firm Public Policy exchange 
on the 17th September 2013.The conference was organized in different workshops with various topics such as Protecting and 
Supporting Victims of Domestic Violence in Europe or The Impact of Intimate-Partner Violence on Children and Young People.

•	 Workshop on VAW from 25th -27th  of September 2013 in Moldova

Maria Rösslhumer was invited by the Austrian Ambassy in Moldova to hold a Workshop on Capacity Building for the interdepartmental 
Working group to combating domestic Violence in Moldova and to build up a platform for women’s NGOs and shelters in Moldova.

•	 CoE Conference of the 2nd of October 2013, “Violence against Women does the rehabilitation of perpetrators work?”

Early in October, Rosa Logar, co-founder of WAVE, and Thangam Debonnaire, research officer for the Respect association, participated 
in a hearing on “Violence against women: does the rehabilitation of perpetrators work?” organized by the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe. Rosa Logar stressed the need for added perpetrators programmes, which should be better, integrated into 
the intervention system and made compulsory through the justice system. She also emphasized the inadequacy of the number of 
women’s shelters in Europe. Thangam Debonnaire emphasized the need for associating both the perpetrators and the victims for 
programmes to be fully effective, and stressed the need for change in attitudes towards men, women, sex and relationships. 

•	 Conference on the Istanbul Convention in Belgrade, 10th November 2013

On 10th November 2013, Maria Rösslhumer and Rosa Logar from the WAVE Network participated in a conference dedicated to the 
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence. The conference took 
place in Belgrade, Serbia, as part of the project ‘Coordinated efforts - Toward new European standards in protection of women 
from gender based violence’, led by WAVE in cooperation with 4 Balkan countries, Slovenia and EWL. The event was attended by 
numerous representatives of the Serbian government institutions, women’s NGOs, and the Council of Europe, including Mr. José 
Mendes Bota, the General Rapporteur on VAW of the CoE Parliamentary Assembly and Vice-chairperson of the Committee on 
Equality and Non-Discrimination.

•	 25th November 2013 - WAVE at the WHO/EIGE/City of Vienna Conference ‘Eliminating Violence against Women in Europe’ 

On the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, Rosa Logar and Maria Rösslhumer delivered presentations at 
the ‘Eliminating Violence Against Women in Europe – Intersectoral Approaches and Actions’ Conference (25th and 26th November), 
organized by WHO Europe, the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) and the City of Vienna. The event gathered 200 participants 
from all sectors, from 53 European countries. The main objectives of the conference included: sharing experiences in preventing and 
addressing VAW as a gender equality and public health concern; presenting new data and information gathered by EIGE, WHO and 
other partners, and discuss challenges related to data collection and discussing new policies, frameworks and guidelines. 
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•	 29th -1st December 2013 - Meeting with the European Network for the work with perpetrators.

As a member of the European Network for the work with perpetrators, WAVE had joined the 3rd work with perpetrators 
workshop form the 29th of November to the 1st of December 2013 in Berlin. This meeting gathered together 65 participants 
from 25 countries. During these 3 days of Conference the future of the network, the impact project and the use of the media 
have discussed. It was an occasion to exchange ideas and perspectives on the work with perpetrators

•	 9th of December 2013 - Hearing on “Access to justice for women victims of violence” 

The Council of Europe Gender Equality Commission together with the French government organized a hearing entitled 
“Access to justice for women victims of violence” where they invited Rosa Logar to speak. The topics discussed were the 
equal access of women to justice - developments and standards; access to justice for women victims of violence: Council of 
Europe and other relevant regional and international standards; assessing and addressing barriers women face in the justice 
chain and experiences and good practices from Council of Europe member states.

16. UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA) – PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES:

Since 2011, WAVE, partnered with UNFPA Eastern Europe and central Asia, and in cooperation with WAVE the focal point 
Centre ANNA (Moscow), work to develop and promote a programmatic package to strengthen the health system response 
to gender based violence (GBV). The health service is essential to identify and respond to gender-based violence but a 
systematic approach is still often missing. This project provides tools for health professionals, service providers and policy-
makers with a focus on Eastern Europe and central Asia.
The package provides service providers and decision makers in the health sector and related fields with background 
information and practical tools in the following areas:

1.Programming for integration of GBV within Health System

2.Training Programme for Health Care Providers

3.Creating Referral Pathways integrated into Health Care

4.Monitoring and Evaluation

The package is available on our project website www.health-genderviolence.org in English and Russian.
In 2013, WAVE continued its partnership with UNFPA (Regional Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia) on strengthening 
health system responses to GBV in the region of Eastern Europe and Central Asia, at the centre of which is a programmatic 
package for health professionals and policy makers available in English and Russian at www.health-genderviolence.org that 
was prepared by WAVE in 2011 and 2012. In 2013, the project focused at strengthening the relevance and ensuring visibility 
and sustainability of the package, with a view to optimizing its contributions to the strengthening of national capacities for 
identifying and responding to GBV. WAVE undertook a number of adaptations to the content and structure of the package, 
which included adding good practice case studies, expanding the module on monitoring and evaluation and creating a “country 
info” corner which collects over hundred resources on GBV from the region. Further, a call for good practice case studies was 
launched to facilitate cross-country learning on health sector interventions to GBV in the region. A Reference Group of Experts 
was set up to identify strengths, areas for improvement and specific recommendations to further improve the relevance of the 
package and to bring it in line with the 2013 WHO clinical and policy guidelines. The analysis of the experts will feed into the 
final revision of the package planned for the first quarter of 2014. WAVE also produced postcards to promote the package and 
introduced the project at major events, such as the annual WAVE Conference (Sofia, October 2013) which featured a panel 
on health and GBV or the conference on VAW organized by WHO, EIGE and the City of Vienna (Vienna, November 2013). In 
August 2013, WAVE project manager Angelika Kartusch, upon invitation from the UNFPA country office in Belarus (CO), 
delivered a one-day training session to health professionals in the Brest region, Belarus. In 
Tajikistan, the UNFPA Country Office trained 200 participants on GBV, 
making use of the programmatic package developed by WAVE. 
WAVE staff involved in the project in 2013: Angelika Kartusch (project 
coordinator), Iryna Rombak (project officer), Raphaela Kohs (intern). 
Contact information: info@health-genderviolence.org
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17. COORDINATED EFFORTS - TOWARD NEW EUROPEAN STANDARDS IN PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM GENDER 
BASED VIOLENCE 

In cooperation with four WAVE Focal Points 
from four Western Balkan States (Republic 
of Macedonia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Croatia) and from Slovenia, as well as with 
the European Women’s Lobby (EWL) as an 
associate partner, WAVE  is involved in a 
project entitled “Coordinated efforts - toward 
new European standards in protection of 
women from gender based violence.” The 
overall objective is to contribute to the finding 
of comprehensive legal and policy solutions 
for the protection of women against gender-
based violence in the Western Balkans, 
as a pre-condition for the realisation of 
democracy, human rights, social inclusion 
and thus, the harmonisation with the values 
promoted by the European Union. One of 
the main focuses is to promote the Council 
of European Convention on preventing and 
combating Violence against Women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). A specific objective is to increase capacities of 
women’s organisations and networks in four Western Balkan countries and Slovenia for analysis, monitoring and advocacy in the 
field of protection of women from gender based violence, through long-term regional cooperation and learning from EU experience. 
All activities are run in the Frame of Europe Aid and of the Partnership programmes for Civil Society Organisations (CSO). The project 
started end of November 2012 and runs for two years.

19. EVALUATION OF EUROPEAN PERPETRATOR PROGRAMMES.

This two-year DAPHNE project started on the 1st of January 2013. WAVE works with 7 other organizations from selected European 
countries to evaluate the Anti-Violence Perpetrator programs already in place for a few years. The goal is to promote women’s and 
children’s safety from domestic violence by improving the quality and impact of domestic violence perpetrator programs. Concrete 
objectives of the project include:

	 • To provide an overview and analysis of the current practice of outcome monitoring in European perpetrator program and of  
	    research studies evaluating perpetrator programs

	 • To identify possibilities and obstacles for multi-country European outcome research studies

	 • To develop a toolkit for outcome measurement and good practice guidelines

The project will provide different deliverables as such as an evaluation toolkit for perpetrator programmes, a manual with good practice 
guidelines on the implementation and use of the instruments and working papers and scientific articles on the results of the projects

The direct beneficiaries of the project’s results are perpetrator program managers and practitioners, stakeholders, policy makers and 
researchers. The indirect beneficiaries are, of course, perpetrators of domestic violence who participated in a program and the most 
important their partners and children who are victims of domestic violence.

In 2013, an Online Survey conducted to understand the methods, the practices of programmes for perpetrators as well as the context 
in which they work. Furthermore, they collected evaluations of outcome measurement that are available in the European Union. As a 
partner WAVE participated at different partner meetings like the one organized in Vienna from the 13th to the 14th of June 2013. The 
aim of this meeting is to discuss about the first results, the methodology and the planning of the further activities. 

In October 2014, a final conference will be organized in Barcelona, to disseminate the result of the project. The results will also be 
disseminated through the Website of the Work with Perpetrators European Network, specialized European and National network and 
various workshops. 

20. Global Shelter Network and Global Shelter Data Account

An important core area of WAVE is the dissemination of information on the work of women’s shelters and women’s NGO’s in their 
work with women and children victims of violence. WAVE is a founding and board member of the Global Network of Women’s Shelters 
(GNWS), which was established at the 1st World Conference of Women’s Shelters 2008. As a board member, WAVE takes part in 
preparing the 2nd World Conference of Women ́s Shelters in Washington, Feb. 2012. Furthermore, this year, the Global Network 
of women’s Shelter’s informal board meeting took place after the WAVE Annual Conference, in Sofia, in the same avenue as the 
conference. WAVE also initiates the Global Shelter Data Count as a best-practice model to gather comprehensive and comparable 
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data on existing shelter networks and the capacity of shelters in each country, to highlight the work that sheltering organizations do, 
to draw attention to the need for better support of women’s services and shelters, and to lobby for adequate funding. The Global 
Shelter Data Count is an annual global data count, which was created after the first World Conference of Women’s Shelters 2008 in 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. It includes two phases: 1. Women’s shelter organizations fill out a form concerning basic data on existing 
shelters and networks. 2. The organisations take part in a survey which took place on a single day in the year 2013. Each year, this 
day is most likely to be the 3rd of November or a day during the 45th calendar week (this year it was the 4th of November). On this 
day, shelter workers count the number of women who received counselling in the shelter and the number of women and children who 
could not get help due to limited capacities. The data is analysed by the Alberta Council of Women’s Shelters (please refer to: http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/GSDCinternational). As a result of WAVE’s proposal, the analysis of the gathered data will be deepened 
and differentiated: Beginning with the 2010 Global Shelter Data Count, the analysis will also include a Europe-specific analysis. WAVE 
members also participated in the Global Shelter Data Count in 2013 via the online questionnaire or the questionnaire disseminated by 
WAVE via e-mail. The results will be analysed again by the Alberta Council of Women’s Shelter.

21. NEW PROJECTS PLANNED IN 2014

21.1 Oak Foundation project: supporting women’s organizations in achieving and strengthening the human rights-based 
approach to service provision for women survivors of violence.

WAVE’s focus has always been to promote the important role of women’s service providers as services crucial to women survivors 
of violence. In recognition of violence against women as a human rights violation and a form of discrimination, WAVE believes that 
a specialized approach to service provision reflects State’s obligation to protect women from violence. As a result, WAVE plans to 
conduct research to address the pressing need to develop an evidence base in support of women’s services in form of determining 
most favourable frameworks under which such services thrive and maintain their autonomy and sustainability, to serve as a guidance 
tool for women’s organizations to achieve an enabling environment and to present governments with best possible options to prevent 
and combat violence against women, as means of fulfilling State human rights obligations to protect women from violence. The 
research is meant to provide a platform for understanding the developments in the women’s movement and actions undertaken by 
women’s organizations, with the goal to gain deeper theoretical and practical knowledge, including self-reflection, and as importantly 
to provide inspiration for the future of the movement and protection of the space occupied by women’s services to enable them to 
continue their work in combating violence against women. 

21.2 EIGE commissioned study: Review of 12 critical areas of the Beijing Platform for Action 

Together with lead partner GHK Consulting from the United Kingdom, WAVE will provide expertise and research in the area of Violence 
against Women for the purpose of development of new indicators to measure Violence against Women in the European Union 
Member States. WAVE’s focus will be on forms of violence against women outside of domestic violence. 

21.3 PROJECT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PICUM - awareness raising campaign on violence against undocumented women 
and children

In 2014, WAVE will participate in the awareness raising campaign on violence against undocumented women and children led by 
the Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM). The campaign will foster support for legislative and 
procedural change, while also informing undocumented women about their rights to non-discriminatory protection as victims of 
violence. Capitalizing on the potential of innovative online and new media tools, the campaign will involve various public outreach 
and awareness raising activities. These will include: dissemination of findings on the situation of undocumented women to major 
stakeholders (policy-makers, NGO workers,…); dissemination of key media and campaign messages, case studies and testimonies 
using innovative visual communications (i.e. an interactive online map of Europe through which the user can listen to testimonies of 
victims) and online tools, traditional and social media; dissemination of testimonies through a photography project which will form a 
roaming exhibition across Europe and  implementation of a mainstream media strategy targeting national and EU level. The campaign 
will further target key stakeholders by involving them in bilateral and multilateral meetings, public events and policy meetings in order 
to garner support in trying to achieve policy changes. 

21.4 UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA) – PROJECT AND ACTIVITIES

WAVE will continue its partnership with UNFPA (Regional Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia) on strengthening health system 
responses to Gender Based Violence (GBV) in the region of Eastern Europe and Central Asia (EECA). In 2014, the project will focus 
on strengthening health sector responses to Gender based violence in EECA. In order to achieve this goal, WAVE will revise, promote 
and disseminate the programmatic package on health sector response to GBV. A workshop will be organized in the region as well as 
a follow-up technical assistance for selected countries. 
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21.5 ACCESS PROJECT – SUPPORT CIVIL SOCIETY IN IMPROVING VICTIM’S ACCESS TO SERVICES IN THE ECONOMIC 
AREA

WAVE applied in August for a European Grant in the framework of the PROGRESS Programme. The project entitled ACCESS: 
support civil society in improving victim’s access to services in the economic area aims to support women’s civil society organizations 
in advancing gender equality in decision making with economic and professional empowerment of women victims of intimate partner 
violence. To achieve this goal, WAVE will provide an overview of the situation, existing solutions and best practice examples to use 
as basic for recommendations on a European Level. The project will also develop mechanism to transfer knowledge and build upon 
the best practice examples with a comprehensive website and workshops materials. Moreover, the project will contribute to form 
partnerships for sustainability and development of services to improve women’s access to specialized services aimed at economic and 
professional empowerment of victims of intimate partner violence thank to the organization of national workshop and a dissemination 
Conference. WAVE is still waiting for an answer form the European Commission.

21.6 EMPOWER WOMEN - NATIONAL AND TRANS-NATIONAL PROTECTION AND SUPPORT FOR WOMEN VICTIMS OF 
VIOLENCE IN THE EUROPEAN UNION.

In October 2013, WAVE submitted the project EMPOWER WOMEN: National and transnational protection and support for women 
victims of violence in the European Union to the European Commission in order to get a grant in the framework of the DAPHNE 
programme. The objective of the project is to improve the support and protection for women victims of gender-based violence and 
to strengthen measures to prevent gender-based violence in the European Union by supporting member States in their effective 
implementation of the European protection order and the victims’ rights directive and the Istanbul Convention. By this way, EMPOWER 
WOMEN will enhance the freedom of movement of women victims of violence within the European Union. In order to achieve this 
objective, WAVE will provide key practical information on specialized women’s support services to enhance cooperation capacity. 
Moreover, WAVE will develop a tool to improve the provision of specialized women’s support services. Finally, a part of the project 
will be to involve relevant stakeholders in improving support and protection for victims of violence against women nationally and 
transnationally. WAVE is still waiting the answer from the European Commission. 
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